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Boston, Mass., December 8, 1926.
Board of Dental Examiners.
To William F. Craig, Director of Registration:
Sir:—In compliance with statutory requirements, the Board of Dental Ex-
aminers has the honor of submitting to you its fortieth annual report for the
year ending November 30, 1926.
Members of Board
The members of the Board are Dr. Ralph P. Cunningham, Chairman,
Springfield (1931), Dr. W. Henry Grant, Secretary, Boston (1929), Dr.
Joseph N. Carriere, Fitchburg (1928), Dr. George A. Thatcher, Brockton
(1927), Dr. Charles E. B. Chase, Framingham (1931).
The report of this Board would not be complete without expressing sincere
regret at the retirement from its membership of Dr. Carl R. Lindstrom, in
December, 1925. Dr. Lindstrom's service on the Board extended over a period
of ten years, the last five of which he served as Chairman. As an active
member of the Board he initiated and promoted many measures of vital
importance to the welfare of the Commonwealth and the dental profession,
always giving generously of his time and thought to the cause of better
dentistry.
Retirement and Appointments.
Dr. Charles E. B. Chase was nominated by His Excellency, Governor Alvan
T. Fuller, on December 23, 1925, to succeed Dr. Carl R. Lindstrom, Dr. Chase
was confirmed by the Governor's Council on December 30, 1925, qualified
and took his oath of office on December 31, 1925.
The term of Dr. Ralph P. Cunningham of Springfield expired in April and
he was re-nominated by His Excellency, Governor Alvan T. Fuller, on April
21, 1926 to serve another term, confirmed by the Council on April 29, 1926,
qualified and took his oath of office on May 4, 1926.
s Annual Meeting.
The Annual Meeting of the Board was held in the State House, Boston, on
December 16, 1925. Dr. Ralph P. Cunningham was elected Chairman, and
Dr. W. Henry Grant, Secretary of the Board for the ensuing year.
The annual report of the Board was submitted by the Chairman, approved
by the Board and the Secretary instructed to draw up six copies of same
as per request of the Director of the Department. The Board, at this meet-
ing, voted to go on record as approving the "Two-Three Year Plan of Dental
Education."
Two-Three Plan of Dental Education.
*In order that the Board might legally accept candidates graduating from
such schools as should adopt this plan, it was necessary to amend Section 46,
Chapter 112, General Laws. This was accomplished during the last session
of the legislature. »
*There has been for some years, a strong sentiment in the dental profession, (expressed
largely through its authorized associations and societies), that, due to progress and discoveries
in research work, dental practitioners should have the very best educational foundation to
prepare them for their work, especially by reason of the testimony deduced in the past few
years of the important bearing that dentistry has to the public health.
It was conceded by the "Dental Faculty Association of American Universities" and approved
by the Dental Educational Council of America, that men and women of a higher educational
standard would be graduated from our dental schools under a plan which provides for two
years predental training in Arts or Science, consisting of necessary cultural, preliminary
courses and courses fundamental to dentistry. The next three years which are taken in a
dental college consist of professional courses only. A sixth year is provided by this plan
which would be taken by graduates who wished to specialize in certain subjects in the
dental field.
Dates of, and Places Where Examinations Were Held.
The Board has held three examinations of candidates for registration in
dentistry, and three examinations of candidates for registration as Dental
Hygienists. These examinations were held during the months of March,
June, and October, at Harvard and Tufts Dental Schools and the Forsyth
Dental Infirmary to which institutions grateful acknowledgment is due for
helpful co-operation.
Examinations for Registration in Dentistry.
March June October
Passed 10 56 12
Rejected 9 15 6
Did not appear for examination .... 2
Total 19 71 20
Total number of applications received 110
Number examined 108
Number passed 78
Number rejected 30
Did not appear for examination 2
Examinations for Registration as Dental Hygienists.
March June October
Passed 5 48 14
Rejected 10
Total 5 58 14
Total number examined 77
Number passed 67
Number rejected 10
Interne Registration Certificates issued 16
Duplicate certificates for dentists issued 5
Duplicate certificate for hygienist 1
Dentists.
First examination fee $25.00
One re-examination free.
Third and subsequent re-examinations, $10.00.
Dental Hygienists.
First examination fee, $10.00
One re-examination free.
Third and subsequent re-examinations, $10.00.
Financial Statement.
Revenue: Fees received from applicants and paid into treasury of
the Commonwealth, Nov. 30, 1926 $2,949.00
Expenses : Salaries of Board Members $3,800.00
Office expenditures $1,236 . 17
The Board wishes to express its appreciation of the courtesy and co-oper-
ation received from the Attorney General's office and the Department of
Public Safety.
National Meeting.
Two delegates from the Board attended the meeting of the National Board
of Dental Examiners held in Philadelphia during- August. Much information
valuable to the State and Board is obtained through the attendance of repre-
sentatives of our Board at these meetings. A full report of the transactions of
this meeting was read by Dr. George A. Thatcher at the November meeting
of the Board.
Recommendations.
Triennial Registration. A third revision of the triennial registration re-
quired by statute has shown further inadequacy to accomplish its purpose.
During the three years that elapse between the publication of the lists, the
changes brought about by deaths, removals, etc., are so numerous as to render
practically impossible a proper listing of the practicing dentists with their
addresses. The protection of the public from itinerant and non-registered
dentists who may attempt to practice in Massachusetts because of more
stringent registration laws in other states, renders it imperative that this
Board be empowered to have an Annual registration, similar to that of other
boards in the Department, thereby securing accurate lists of the names and
addresses of all authorized practicing dentists in this state, thus permitting
the Board to have on file full information to insure the proper supervision
over the practice of dentistry in this State and to furnish such information
as may be requested by the various Departments of the Federal Government.
Inadequate Quarters. The Board would again call your attention to its
inadequate quarters in room 146, which it occupies, co-jointly with the Board
of Registration in Optometry, the Embalming Board, the Board of Registra-
tion of Certified Public Accountants and the Director of Registration. The
congestion caused by these five offices being crowded into one of the smallest
rooms in the State House is a serious handicap to the proper function of this
Board, and it respectfully petitions that some relief be granted in the nature
of securing larger quarters.
Ralph P. Cunningham, D.M.D.,
Chairman.
W. Henry Gra.nt, D.M.D.,
Secretary.
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